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HENRY KILLER MOFFETT.'! 1 *' mother by a sash to keep h t 


A DiSTINGUlHED CITIZEN 
POCAHONTAS. 


'OF 


A Life Sketch of Henry M. Moffett 
i nJ His Family by W, T. Price- _ 


This eminent-^citbea bore a 
prominent part in the early organ¬ 
ised history of our comity as for a 
time the aeai slant and then the 
successor of Jo si ah Beard n? clerk 
of Ihe county of Pocahontas. 

His ancestry , ia 
«Ti>hn Moffat * Vd^-v***^* 


“-Tf* 

ta county, and the first recorded 
mention of this ancestor's name 
is to the effect that on June 24, 
1742 he qualified as a Lieutenant 
of one of the first military compa¬ 
nies raised iu Augusta county, 

John Moffett's wife was Mary 
Christian and he settled in the vi¬ 
cinity of the old Stone Church, 
Sometime previously to 1740, 
John Moffot left home for North 
Carol in a and was never heard of 
afterwards, HU frifcnds rested 
in the opinion that he was slain 
by Indians, whereupon Mrs, Mary 
Moffett February 2d, 1746 quali¬ 
fied to administer on the estate, 
giving bond for 500 pounds, with 
her brothers William and Egbert 
Christian as securities. 

CoL George Moffett eldest son 
son of John Moffell sad Mary 
Christian was born in 1735/ 

His wife was a sister of CoL 
Samuel McDowell of Timber 
Ridge, 

Col. Moffett was prominent jn 
the Indian wars and 'the He volu¬ 
tion, In civil affairs he was jus* 
tice of the peace, an elder in the 
Presbyterian church and one of 
first trustees of Washington Col¬ 
lege, Lexington, Va. lie died in 
1811, aged 76 years and was bur¬ 
ied in the Augusta church grave- 
-_j _i?* 


fom falling off, Mrs. Moffot 
was in the act of dismounting was 
injured by the sash, and fatal ill¬ 
ness developed and she died un- 
espectedly, whim the new house 
was nearing completion, Mr; 

Moffett passed away not long after 
occupying the hew residence one 
of the most commodious of its 
kind, near Hillsboro, and the 
p%per]y passed intoTEbe possessioc 
of the late CoL Paul -McNpel/ 
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step-daughter became the wife of 
the late Dr. George B. Moffitt, 
his youngest brother. Dr, Mof¬ 
fett^ son, Robert, resides in Mis¬ 
souri and the' other son James 
holds an important position in the 
service of the Standard Oil con¬ 
cern, Ilia eldest daughter Han- 
nnh and first sou James William 
died very young at the farm home 
near Huntersville, Sally Gate- 
wood became the wife of Dr, 
Alexander MeCbcsney for mauv 
years resident Physician Warm 
Springs, Va, and was r Confeder¬ 
ate officer in command of one the 
calvary companies of the Bath 
squadron. Martha became Mrs, 
Hall of Barbour County and re- 
aides near Philippi, W* Ya. 
Mary Irvine was married to the 
late CoL William P. Thompson, 
of New York city, A few years 
since she died in F ranee, in quest of 
health. Her remains were brought 
back to America. These young 
people casually met at the Curry 
Spring, near Huntersville, early 
in the war, and it seems to have 
been an instance of mutual esteem 
at first sight. The simple un¬ 
adorned story of the long wooing 
that endued and finally their hur¬ 
ried marriage, when the war was 
over, would make sunbathing 
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Tins eminent ^citizen bore a 
prominent part in tho early organ¬ 
ized History of our county as for a 
time the assistant and then the 
successor of Josiah Beard as clerk 
of Ihe coiinty of Pocahontas. 

His ancestry b. traceable 
J»0bn *,*' 

ta county* and the iiret recorded 
mention of tlus ancestor's name 
is to the effect that on June 24, 
1742 Ho qualified as a Lieutenant 
of one of tho first military compa¬ 
nies raised in Augusta county, 
John Moffett's wife was Mary 
Christina au<l he settled in the vi¬ 
cinity of tho old Stone Church, 
Sometime previously to 1740, 
John Hoffot left home for North 
Carolina and was never hoard of 
afterwards. His friends rested 
tn tho opinion that he was slain 
by Indians, whereupon Mrs, Mary 
Moffett February 2d, 1740 quali¬ 
fied to administer on the estate, 
giving bond for GOO pounds, with 
her brothers William and Robert 
Christian as securities. 

Col. George Moffett eldest son 
ton of John Moffett snd Mary 
Christian was born in 1735/ 

His wife wns a sister of CoL 
Samuel McDowell of Timber 
Ridge. 

CoL Moffett was prominent jn 
tho Indian wars and'the Revolu¬ 
tion, Id civil affairs he was jus¬ 
tice of the peace, an elder in the 
Presbyterian church -and one of 
first trustees of Washington Col¬ 
lege, Lexington* Vn, He died in 
1811/aged 76 years and was bur¬ 
ied in tho Augusta church grave¬ 
yard, near Ft, Defiance station. 
He ia reported to. have heeni a* 
man of commanding personal 
presence, and of eminent piety, 
James McDowell Moffett, father 
of the Pocahontas clerk* was CoL 
Geo. Moffett's second son, whose 
wife was Hanna Miller, daughter 

iiiMniiiiT lilillnr ilia famflg at 


MOFFETT.’ Iter mother by a sash to keep In t 

f jin falling off, Mrs, Moffet 
was in the net of dismounting was 
Injured by the eaeh* and fatal ill¬ 
ness duvtjpped and she died un¬ 
expectedly, when the new house 
was nearing completion; ... Mr. 

Moffett passed away not long,after 
occupying the hew residence one 
of the most commodious of its 
kind, near Hillsboro, aud the 
properly passed ititolhe possession 
of the late Col, Paul -McNyd/ 

" Mnj.^ Edgar the present lady 
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step-daughter became the wife of 
the late Dr, George B. Mofft 
hi a youngest brother. Div Mof¬ 
fett’s son, Robertj resides in A!is< 
Bouri and the other son James 
holds an Important position in the 
service of the Standard Oil con 
eern. His eldest daughter Han¬ 
nah and first sou James William 
died very young at the farm home 
near Huntersville. Sally Gate- 
wood became the wife of Dr, 
Alexander McCheauey for many 
years resident Physician Warm 
Springs, Ya, and was a Confeder¬ 
ate officer in command of one the 
calvary companies of the Bath 
squadron. Martha became Mrs. 
Hall of Barbour County and re¬ 
sides near Philippi, W* Ya, 
Mary Eveline was married to the 
late Col. William P. Thompson, 
of New York city. A few years 
since she died In France* in quest of 
health. Her remains were brought 
back to America, Those young 
people casually met at the Gurry 
Spring, near Huntersville* early 
in tho war, and it seems to have 
been an instance of did trial esteem 
at first sight. The simple 
adorned story of the long wooing 
that ensued and finally their hur¬ 
ried marriage* when the w'sr was 
over, would make bo nothing 
readable and noteaeily duplicated 
VeiTTjy^ 1 iigeclous fiction| - 1 
/Rachel the youngest daughtei 
became Mrs. DriRobert McGhes- 
ney, a prominent physician. Lew is- 
burg, W. Ya. Georgo Henry, 
the youngest born of this notable 
Pocahontas family is so well 
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7 ° le fie. Lexington, Vu. Ha died io 
lSllj aged TO jcara and wus bur¬ 
ied in the Augusta church grave¬ 
yard, near Ft* Defiance station, 
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man of commanding personal 
presence, and of eminent piety. 

* Jamea McDowell Moffett, father 
of the Pocahontas clerk, was Col, 
Geo* Moffett’s second son, whose 
wife was IIanna Miller, daughter 
of Henry Miller the founder of 
Miller’a Iron Works near Mossy 
Creek, Va. T whero most of the 
iron used by our pioneer black¬ 
smiths waa manufactured. Late 
in the twenties Mr* Moffett came 
to Pocahontas with his widowed 
mother and located on the farm 
near Huntersville at the opposite 
end oi the Bridge* Herojie resi¬ 
ded some years while performing 
his official duties. Early in 
thirties he married Mrs* Mary 
Nance Beale, relict of Robert! 
Beale, Eeq., who upon Mr. Boars 
death had left Elk and lived on 
her farm near Hillsboro now 
owned by Frank Harper. 

Mrs* Beale was the second 
daughter of Major*William Poage 
once owner of all of Marlins 
Bottom, n ear M arl i ti ton. 

Mr. Moffett becoming weary of 
official life, sold his Huntersville 
property to the late Hugh Mc¬ 
Laughlin, declined re-election to 
in although, the clerk-ship, purchased the farm 
Tim next owned by Captain Edgar and set¬ 
tled in the Levels about 1838 . 
James Tali man, his deputy be¬ 
came clerk and served as such 
very efficiently for several years. 
The office becoming vacant by 
Tall man’s much lamented death. 
Mr. Moffett was reappointed clerk 
and returned to Huntersville 
about the year I 8±3 and occupied 
a residence at the eoruer of the 
lot now owned by G. W, Ginger. 
This residence was burned while 
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adornect story of the ] on g wooing 
fiat ensued mid finally their hur¬ 
ried marriage, when the war was 
over, would make something 
readable and not easily duplicated 
^ T en by JugeniStTs ffcfiom ™" 
Rscliel the youngest daughtei 
became Mrs. Dr. Robert McChee- 
ney, a prominent physician, Lewia- 
barg, W. Ya* Georgo Henry, 
the youngest born of this notable 
Pocahontas family ia so well 
known to our readers, that we can 
tell thear nothing new. He was 
a soldier iu the Confederate war, 
and was a prisoner. Studied law, 
and for some years a prominent 
member of the Huntersville bar, 
returned to the West Ya. House 
of Delegates and chosen speaker 
of that body. He became a dis¬ 
tinguished journalist iu Wheeling, 
the Mimit3a H'&*nd Portland,Oregon^ 
At present he occupies an impor¬ 
tant position us attorney for a 
| railroad system with his office at 
Park ere burg. 

■ Henry M. Moffett, Eaq. was a 
nativo of Augusta county, related 
to the Millers, Ciiristians, Me- 
Cuos and otiier prominent families 
of Augusta, Rockingham and 
Reek bridge and was held in high 
osteein by his distinguished rela¬ 
tives. While James McDowell 
Governor of Virginia Mr. Moffett 
put a drove of his Pocahontas 
cattle into the Richmond market. 
The Governor incidentally learn¬ 
ing tiie fact, looked him tip, had 
him fur a privileged guest at the 
executive Mansion, over the Sab¬ 
bath, took him to church in the 
morning, led him to hia own fam¬ 
ily pew and eat by him through 
the services. 

Mr. Moffett was crushed by lrs 
beroQvmont and did not survive 
his wife, hut a very few years, 
lie passed away very peacefully 
having made a good record in the 
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His laudable aim now seemed 
to bo the establishing of an ideal 
home for hie family to whom ho 
waa so tenderly attached, whero 
bo could pass bis last years in the 
peaceful quiet pursuits of a rural 
life, removed from the varationa 
sud carrodiog uncertainties of 


lo confer* His grave fa fo the 

old Brick churchyard and marked 
by a neat marble. 


R- E. Beall, advertising mana¬ 
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